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- Some - Dominicans

S This is the sizth of 15 excerpts from

Jormer = President Johnson’s book,
“The Yantage Point,” an account of
kis presidency, to be published shortly.

A TIME OF TESTING:
¢ CRISES IN TT{1 CA RIBBEAN"

I had been concerned about the Do-
minican Republic from the day I look
office, and indeed well before that time.
The Dominicans had lived for thirty
years under the irgn-fisted yule of dic-
tator Y.conidas Trujillo, During those
years, which ended with Trujillo’s as-
sassination in 1961, those who opposed
Trujillo had 1110@ choices: to go inlo
exile, to go underground, or to remain
quiet, Most Dominicans had chosen the
third course,

, The three decades of Trujille’s rule
had left the Dominican peoptle in pov-
erty. Worse, it had left them with no
progressive polilical or social leader-
ship. A fow Dominicans had made ca-
reers of political opposition and criti-
cism from abroad, but they had little
construclive to offer their people in
the way of praclical plaus or programs.
Ihere were many who still regarded
the gun and.the knife as legitimale

1ools of politics. The spirit of {freedom

and the habit of political cooperation,

on which economic and social progress !

is so dependent, were almost tolally
Jacking on the Dominican scene. This
weakness, unless rapidly corrected,
plomlscd chronie instability 111 the Do-
minican Republic,

Just beyond the horizon ]'1y Cuba

‘and Castro, The Communist leader in

Havana was always alert to any ex-
ploitable wcakness among his neigh-
bors, He was promoting subversion in
many countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and we knew he had his eye on

the Dominican Republie, Ile had al-.

ready backed one atlempted guerrilla

Jnvasion of that country during the

Trujiflo years, and he was likely to try
again i{ he thought he could succeed.
were undergoing
guerrilla and sabotage training in
Cuba. : . .

We were cncouraged in 1952 when
the Dominican people held their first
frec elections in reeent times. I carried

-the best wishes of the
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attended the inaugura{ioﬁ vof' ﬂm newhf

elected Yresident, Juan Bosch, as F'res-
ident Xennedy’s personal represcenta-

tive, However, conversations with
Bosch had raised new concerns in my

‘mind. He was an intelligent, pleasant’

man witlh an altractive personality,
and he was Jull of ideals, but it was my
impression that he had no solid plans
for overcoming the profound probhlems
his country faced. Nov did I thisk he
had the experience, the imagination, or
the strength needed to put whatever
plans he might have into cifect.
Nevertheless, we wished Bosch well
and did cveryihing in our power to
help him and his duly cleeted govern-
ment sueceed. With John Barilow Mar-
tin in Santo Domingo as American
Ambassador, Bosch had as sympathelie
a representative of the United States
as a new leader in a difficult position
could have. We continued to hope that

Bosch would be able {o do for his peo:

ple what President Romulo Betancourt
had done for Venezuela alter dictator-
ship had been overthrown there.

A military junia overthrew Bosch in
September 1963. This was a major sel-
back for our common hopes.

T'he lempomn regime was headed
by former Fordign Minister Donald
Reid y Cabral, a moderate who had

been abroad when the coup was car-

ried oul. Reid was fairly popular and
was regarded as an honest man, but he
faced difficult problems.

"Reid suspected, with good reason,
that a number of Dominican army off1_~
cers were plotting his overthrow in
the spring of 1963. He decided Lo move
against them before their plans were
completed.

¥rom Camp David T remained in
close touch by phone with Secretaries
Rusk .and McNamara and with Me-
Ceorge Bundy, who had gone to the
White House Siluation Room lo follow
‘developments. I decided that we must
take precautions in. case we had to
evacuate American citizens from the

. Dominican Republic. At midmorning

ot Sunday, April 23, we ordered the
Atlantic TFleet to move ships toward
Sanlo Domingo. The ships were to re-
main out of sight of Jand bul to stand
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" A fow hours later we instructed our

¥mbassy to contact authoritics on both
sides of the conflict and tell them we
planncd to cvacuale Americans and

others who wished to leave the coun--

try. We requesied a cease-fire and the
,cooperation of the “loyalists” and the
““rebels” to help us carry out tihis
movement peaccelfully. We also hoped

that such a ceasefire would permit the”

warring parties to get tlogether and
begin negotinting a setllemoent. But
there was too much confusion and pas-
sions were running too high to get this
kind of agreement quickly. -

The situation in the strcety of the
Dominican -capital was
Xmbassy 1eporied that guns had been
passed out al random—many to Com-
munist organizers, who were putting
them into the bands of their followers;
others to thugs and criminals, the so-
called Tligres. Young boys of twelve
and thirteen were swaggering around
the streels with machine. guns over
their shoulders.  Stores and houses
were being looted.

Preocessing ol evacuecs conlmued
‘through the night and the ecarly hours
of April 27 at the Emnbajador Hotel,

" Bonic rioters entered the hotel and
ran around the lobby and through the
corridors brandishing their weapons
and terrifying the women and children
gathered thore. Other rebels remained
outside ‘and bhegan shooting their guns
into the air and inte the upper floors
of the hotel, where a numbher off Ameri-
can families were staying, We were
dealing not with an army but with a
trigger-happy mob with little oxpem-
ence and no discipline, 1t was a mira-

" cle that no one was killedin thmmm-
‘dent, .

1 realized then that we might have
to use our own forces to protect Amer-
jean lives in this situation, ¥ discussed
this with MeNamara, and he assured
me that Marines were available from
the task force sent to carry out the

evacuation. Additional forces it ad been

alerted in case of need.

That same. day, Tuesday, April )7‘

produced a eritical juncture in the Do-
minican revoll, Regular army forces
with tanks and infantry under General
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